
Boat test ~ Hanse 508

How do you follow on from the runaway 
success of the Hanse 505? Hanse’s 508 

demonstrates the way forward

Healing Hanse
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Boat test ~ Hanse 508

M
usicians can tell 
you all about the 
pain of producing 
a hit album in the 
wake of writing 
a masterpiece. 

It’s often quite difficult. The Happy 
Mondays, for example, having 
written their seminal album Pills 
'n' Thrills and Bellyaches retreated 
into a drug-induced fug and wrote 
the distinctly average Yes Please!

Which brings me to the Hanse 
508. Now, I’m not saying that the 
505 was the German manufacturer’s 
Pills 'n' Thrills… It wasn’t. In 30 
years time, no one will be asking for 
a remastered anniversary version 
of the 505 or speculating whether 
the design team of Judel/Vrolijk lost 
their touch due to smoking too much 
crack. That’s not going to happen.

The 505 was, however, an excellent 
yacht that embodied everything 
that modern cruising yachts 
should. She had plenty of internal 
volume, she was fast, she looked 
good on the water, she was easy to 
handle and she was comparatively 
affordable. Plus, she could be 
adapted to either family cruising or 
charter. In many ways, she helped 
set a template. Now, the question 
is, where do you go from there?

Hanse’s 508 provides a fairly decent 
signpost of where they are heading 
– which essentially is not too far 
from this highly successful template 
– and that seems an entirely sensible 

decision. As such, the hull has been 
unmolested. It’s the same Judel/
Vrolijk hull that was such a hit on 
the 505. The design was far sighted at 
the time and the 505 – and by default 
the 508 – marries sleek modern 
styling with generous freeboard, 
very fine forward sections, decent 
beam carried well aft, no sheer 
and a vertical stem and transom. 

Below the waterline, there’s a deep, 
high-aspect single rudder and a 
fairly deep fin keel. Weight remains 
roughly the same – 14,700kg as 
opposed to 14,900kg on the old 505 
– which means this is no lightweight 
flier. Instead, she relies on a powerful 

ABOVE
Ample freeboard 
makes for a 
voluminous interior

BELOW
The 508 looks 
imposing on the  
water thanks to  
aggressive lines

sail plan to get her moving in light 
airs. In this respect, the 508 should 
be even quicker than her predecessor 
because sail area has gone up from 
113.5m2 to 119m2. This has been 
achieved with the addition of a 
large overlapping genoa fitted as 
standard outside the self-tacking jib. 

The significant change to the hull 
has been that large portholes have 
been further enlarged, providing yet 
more light. Ultimately though, this 
is more of a refining of a product 
rather than a total reinvention. To 
be fair, the 505 looked startlingly 
modern when she came out and 
the 508 still looks bang up to date 
and rather sleek and purposeful.

This is Judel/Vrolijk’s party piece 
essentially, as across the Hanse range 
they have married relatively high 
freeboard to a low, sleek coachroof. 
This boosts internal volume while 
still making the boat look stylish 
and sleek on the water. On the big 
Hanses, this freeboard can get a 
bit intimidating and you end up 
needing a fender step to get on and 
off amidships but the 508 is small 
enough that this isn’t an issue.

On deck
On deck there have been more 
radical changes, with the deck  
mould altered and the layout 
tweaked. One of the key aims  
seems to have been to let as much 
light as possible into the hull. As 
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Boat test ~ Hanse 508

such, there’s an absolute plethora 
of skylights and the coamings 
have been redesigned so that a 
portlight can be built into them.

Instead of the single cockpit 
table that featured on the original 
505, there are twin tables which 
means there is a clear walkway 
through to the wheel and bathing 
platform. These tables can be 
dropped down and cushion 
infills allow you to create a huge 
lounging area, if you so desire. 

Hanse was one of the original 
exponents of running all the 

lines back to the helm for ease 
of singlehanded sailing and this 
remains the case on the 508. To this 
end, all the major lines are run in 
channels under the coachroof and 
through the coamings to emerge 
by the helmsman where they are 
controlled via banks of clutches.  
This is a neat arrangement that 
works particularly well with a self 
tacker where there is minimal 
potential for complication. I should 
add that the big reaching headsail 
is not part of this system and has 
its own dedicated pair of winches.

There is ample storage in a decent 
sized lazarette locker and more 
under the cockpit seats. The overall 

feel in the cockpit is of a truly huge 
space that is nicely delineated into 
a sailing area aft and a relaxation 
area forward. If you’re wondering 
why all manufacturers don’t do this, 
the drawback is that there is a small 
amount of line juggling to be done 
by leading everything aft. I can’t say 
I found it a huge problem though. 

Step out of the cockpit and the 
decks are wide and clear. The low 
coachroof is pleasingly unobtrusive 
and offers yet more lounging space. 
Indeed, there are two sunloungers 
integrated into the forward section 
of the coachroof. Meanwhile, by 
leading all the sail controls aft, the 
decks are wonderfully uncluttered. 
Up forward, there is a huge storage 
space for any number of fenders, 
tenders (deflated) and paraphernalia. 
This can also be used as an entirely 
separate crew quarters if needs be. 

ABOVE
A comfortable 
helming position with 
the sailing section 
of the cockpit nicely 
delineated from 
the lounging area 
forward (left); the 
masses of skylights 
are a big feature on 
the 508 (right)

BELOW 
Clear, uncluttered 
decks add to the 
sense of space (left); 
with the tables down, 
there's huge lounging 
potential (right)
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Down below
The sense of space on these Hanses 
is always impressive and if anything, 
this has been enhanced on the 508  
with more light via extra skylights. 
Hanse allows a fair amount of 
tweaking with the layout of their 
yachts and claims an impressive 18 
possible variants on the layout. The 
standard version offers space for 
eight people in four double cabins. 

Two spacious cabins with large 
double beds are located in the 
stern and share a bathroom with 
a smaller double cabin with bunk 
beds on port. There is the option 
for this to either be an extra heads 
compartment or a utility room for 
long-distance cruisers. The master 
suite has a separate bathroom and a 
king-size bed with a pleasing amount 
of space around the edges so you 
can get into it easily as opposed 
to having to jump into it. There is 
plentiful cupboard space and, all 
in all, this is a very pleasant master 
cabin. In addition you can add an 
additional crew cabin in the bow 
or have a charter version with two 

Boat test ~ Hanse 508

large double cabins, each in the 
stern and bow, which then has four 
bathrooms. The aft cabins are lighter 
than on the old 505 thanks to extra 
portlights set into the coamings.

The main living area is still very 
large with ample room to seat eight 
guests in comfort. The galley is set to 
port and is a linear affair. The main 
thing in here is how astonishingly 
light it is; it’s a very pleasant place 
to be and the huge portlights set 
into the hull mean you feel very 
involved with the sailing even 
when you are down below. The 
quality of the finish is also good. 

Under sail
All the Hanses I have tested sail 
well and this one was absolutely no 
exception. We had about 10-13kn of 
breeze on the day of the test which 
wasn’t a great deal – especially not for 
a heavy(ish) boat like the 508. Yet, as 
previously mentioned, these Hanses 
are powerful performers. Upwind, 
the big main provides masses of 
driving power while the self-tacking 
jib means you can spin through 

the tacks with absolutely minimum 
effort. The only real downside of 
the self tacker is that it means when 
you come off the wind, you have a 
relatively small fore triangle. All very 
well downwind if you set a Gennaker 
but that’s not always an option.

Fortunately, the yacht I tested had 
the optional overlapping genoa on  
a second stay. This means when you 
ease the sheets in moderate airs, you 
can unfurl this powerful sail and 
carrying on going fully powered up. 
Sailing these boats really is effortless 
and I often find that these bigger 
boats are easier to handle than 
their smaller sisters thanks to the 
electric winches – not to mention 
bow and stern thrusters which mean 
parking really is very easy. I should 
also mention that the steering on 
Hanses is always exceptional – light, 
but with a nice amount of feel. 
In the light airs and flat waters of 
Southampton Water, the 508 easily 
hit 7kn plus. It felt effortless. It 
would have been nice to sail her in 
stronger winds but I suspect she 
would have retained her poise. 

ABOVE
Plenty of light and 
space in the main 
saloon (left); the 
owners' suite is 
situated forward and 
offers a good level 
of comforts (right)

BELOW  
The aft heads 
compartment (left); 
another view of the 
508 under sail (right)
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SAM’S VERDICT

ALTERNATIVE 
YACHTS

It’s hard to fault these Hanse yachts. 
The German manufacturer can’t 
afford to turn out a bad boat and by 
tweaking the already successful 505, 
they know they are on to a winner. 
As with all her big rivals (Jeanneau, 
Beneteau, Bavaria), Hanse has to 
produce a yacht that caters for both 
charter and private use. This means 
she is not a ‘pure’ anything but she 
is extremely versatile. I still think all 
the major manufacturers' yachts are 

optimised for med cruising but there 
is no question you could use the 508 
for Atlantic passages and beyond if 
you wished. She sails well, she looks 
good, she has masses of internal 
volume and she’s competitively 
priced. What more can I say?

THE SPEC
LOA: 51ft (15.5m)

Hull length: 49ft (14.9m)

LWL: 44ft 5in (13.5m)

Beam: 15ft 7in (4.7m)

Draft (standard): 7ft 1in (2.2m) 

Draft: (shallow): 6ft 6in (1.9m) 

Displacement: 32,408lb (14,700kg)

Engine: 80hp (59kw)

Cabins: Three or four

Total sail area: (without genoa/reacher) 
1,270sq ft (118m2)

Price (base): €280,000 ex VAT

Price (as tested): €446,252 ex VAT

Contact: Inspiration Marine  
hamble@inspirationmarine.co.uk  
02380 457 008 (hanseyachts.co.uk) 

COMFORT: H H H H H 

PERFORMANCE: H H H H H 

LOOKS: H H H H H 
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BAVARIA C50
The C50 is more luxurious than her 
predecessors and packed full of clever 
touches. Perhaps her biggest boast is that 
Bavaria has somehow managed to crowbar in 
a dinghy garage. No mean feat on a 50 footer.

bavariayachts.com
£257,000

BENETEAU OCEANIS 51.1
A radical departure from the French giants. 
In order to boost internal volume, her 
designers went for broad forward sections 
that flare out considerably above the 
waterline. This allows for greater internal 
volume at the bow. 

beneteau.com
€288,000

JEANNEAU SUN ODYSSEY 490

One of the latest Jeanneaus to be developed 
and one that follows the lead of her French 
sister, the Beneteau Oceanis 51.1, by boosting 
internal volume forward with heavily flared 
forward sections. She’s a little less radical  
and a touch smaller than the 51.1 though.

jeanneau.com
€251,000
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