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Cruising to 
St Kilda with 
cliff climbers 

.,____,_ Wauquiez 48: 
a modern 
thoroughbred 



Having a light, bright interior transforms the feel 

of a boat, but she needs to sail well too. Graham 

Snook goes to see what the Hanse 388 offers 

B 
oat shows are great for 
comparing boats - find a 
couple you like, walk off 
one and onto the next, and 
you get a real feel for the 

differences between them. I tried 
this with the Banse 388 at this year's 
Southampton Boat Show and was 
taken aback by how light she was. The 
optional, pale-coloured French oak 
interior helped but her charcoal grey 
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saloon cushions didn't. The reason 
she was light? Nineteen windows in 
the deck. While she might sound like a 
floating greenhouse, she sailed well. 

PERFORMANCE 

It was October, but it was still lovely 
out on the Solent. We had the full 
range of a Force 4 between 10-17 
knots. She is quite a stiff boat and 
was able to carry full sail on the wind 

to over 18 knots. Any more wind and 
keeping full sail might have been 
pushing our luck, however, even hard
pressed in the gusts she failed to lose 
grip and was still manoeuvrable while 
well heeled. Nothing during the test 
fazed her. Once the sails are set, there 
is little else for the crew to do, unless 
they want to, as the helmsman has all 
sail controls within their reach. 

Should the crew wish to get 
involved, space is tight, but there is 
enough room to access the winches 
forward of the wheel. 

Under engine, this boat's two
bladed fixed propeller pushed us along 
at 6 knots 2,500 rpm, although down 
below it was a little loud. 

AT THE HELM 

Should you relinquish one of the two 
wheels, you may find it hard to get the 
helm back again - it's a lovely feeling 
through the Jefa steering. Finger-light 
and responsive with so little friction, 
it just seemed right. I wish steering 
systems like this were the rule, rather 
than the exception. 

Under the slightly raised helm 
seats outboard are deep, handy rope 
bins, like those on the 385, however 
aft, rather than fixed transom lockers 
there are now flip up seats above 
lazarette lockers. Sadly the liferaft 
locker that opened out on the transom 
(to port) has gone. 

Just forward of each of the two helm 

26-28° 14-18 knots 5.7-6.4 knots

Fetch 60° 16-18 knots 7.2-7.9 knots
Beam go• 10-12 knots 6.7-7.2 knots
Reach 
Broad 120° 12-14 knots 7.5-8.0 knots
Reach 
Run rno• 9-11 knots 6.4-6.6knots

positions are Lewmar 40ST winches 
that take all the lines from the mast, 
including mainsail and jib sheets. 
It makes it a bit tricky to raise the 
mainsail because to get a decent heave 
on the halyard the crew has to be 
facing aft - and can't see what they are 
pulling. If left to the helm, however, 
the wheel and throttle control were 
draped in mainsheet and halyard by 
the end of hoisting the mainsail. 

DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION 

The hull was designed by the German 8 
design office. of Judel/Vrolijk and, Bi 
as is often the case, it was used on a � 
previous model, the 385, launched 1§ 
in 2012. The hull shape remains in 
untouched, however the deck has been � 
refined and the interior style has been it 
modernised; gone are fussy details 
and inlays, in have come flush-fronted 
lockers with hidden latches. But the 
major visible improvement over her 
predecessor is the addition of an array 
of windows - a couple of large ones in 
the hull, but mostly on deck. There are 
changes below the waterline too: her 
draught has increased, the T-keel .:a.has been replaced by an L-shaped -,
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NEW BOAT TEST THE UK'S MOST COMPREHENSIVE YACHT TESTS 

CHART TABLE 

The chart table is surrounded by a 
shallow 2-3mm fiddle which would 
have its work cut out to stop anything 
sliding off. The table is 68cm x 48cm 
(2ft 3in x 1ft 7in), but unusually, the 
longest length is parallel with the 
centre line. While standing at the 
chart table it is outboard-facing in 
landscape orientation but when sat it 
is aft-facing in portrait. Beneath the 
forward-hinged lid, supported by a gas 
strut, is the 6cm (2.5in) deep table. 

The switch panel is outboard, above 
which are top-hinged lockers - one of 
which conceals a VHF radio. Abaft the 
chart table is a 13cm (sin) deep unit to 
allow flush-mounted instruments Lo 
be installed without them going into 

The chart table can be lowered, 

providing an extra saloon berth 
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the heads compartment. There's also 
an option to make the chart table slide 
down to extend the saloon seating. 
Although this would make a good sea 
berth, chart access and navigation 
take priority. 

GALLEY 

Coming down the companionway 
there are two stainless steel grab 
rails that stretch from sole to ceiling. 
The starboard pole provides a good 
handhold and brace for using the 
galley area at sea. There is also a grab 
handle at the inboard end for passing 
the galley, or using the sink area in 
unfriendly conditions. The fridge is 
outboard and is deep, so deep that 
there's also a door located at knee 

Washing up in the galley sinks can be 

done from two positions 

height for access to its lower regions. 
The brushed stainless-steel one

and-a-half sinks are arranged so the 
full sized sink is aft and the smaller 
bowl is forward giving the option of 
washing up while keeping out of the 
galley. There is a decent splashback 
forward, aft of which is a 8cm deep 
stainless steel tray to keep sponges 
etc out of the sink. Beneath the sink 
is a deep drawer to make the most of 
the space under the sink. Above this 
drawer is another smaller drawer. 

Outboard there are three deep 
bottom-hinged lockers. They are all 
31cm (1ft) high but they don't have 
any shelves or any dedicated way of 
securing crockery. 

Stowage is good, and if opting for 
the two-cabin layout you'll get more 
stowage and even more workspace. 

MAINTENANCE 

Hanse use Trudesign composite 
plastic through-hull fittings (certified 
for use above or below the water) on 
all skin fittings to eliminate corrosion 
and electrolysis issues. 

Access to the forward end of 
the engine is a bit tight as the 
companionway steps only lift to 
horizontal (but are held by gas struts) 
and the hinges aren't mounted that 
high. Access to the saildrive oil is a bit 
restricted too as it's under a fixed wide 
partition between the two aft cabins. It 
can be reached, but it could be easier. 
Access to the rest of the services, 
including the electrical panel is good. 

Hanse388 

FACTS AND FIGURES • Diesel 160 litres (35 gal)
• Water 2951itres (64 gal)

• Price £210,930 Inc VAT • Engine 30hp
• LOA 11.4m (37ft Sin) • Transmission Saildrive
• LWL 10.40m (34ft lin) • RCD category A
• Beam 3.90m (12ft 12in) • Designer Judel/Vrolijk /
• Draught 2.06m (6ft 9in) HanseYachts Design
• Displacement 8,270kg • Builder Hanse Yachts

(18,232 lb) • UK Agent Inspiration
• Ballast 2,380kg (5,247 lb) Marine Group
• Ballast ratio 28.8% • Tel 02380 457008
• Sail area 72m2 (775sq ft) • Website
• SA/D ratio 17.9 www.hanseyachts.co.uk

The forward berth feels like a bed; it's only 65cm high 

NEW BOAT TEST 

OUR VERDICT 
WHAT'S SHE LIKE TO SAIL? 
The 388 was a lovely boat to sail, with a feel on the helm 
usually reserved for more expensive yachts. The Jefa 
steering was light and responsive with excellent feedback. 
There was a nice weight to the helm and nothing I could to 
do would make her misbehave; she remained composed 
and in control, whether she was hard on the wind or 
thrown into a fast tack. 

Both the self-tacking jib and the mainsail can be 
controlled from around the wheels; the mainsheet on both 

. sides, the jib to starboard. The crew can help the helm, 
but the winch position doesn't offer the most ergonomic 
position to winch from. 

Once the sails are set the crew can sit back and relax; the 
helm has all controls at their fingertips with all lines being 
brought aft to either helm. 

WHAT'S SHE LIKE IN PORT AND AT ANCHOR? 
She has a stout, deep-cheeked double bow roller, which 
can take a mooring while still leaving the bow anchor 
secured in place. The lead to the mooring cleats isn't the 
best; a minor point, but one to consider if you plan on 
leaving her on the mooring. 

The engine and throttle controls were to starboard on 
this boat, so judging distance when coming alongside to 
port will take practice - a retractable (fitted on this boat) 
bow thruster is an option. 

Deck space on this version was limited to a single sole
depth cockpit locker and two lazarette lockers beneath the 
helmsman's feet, which I felt was substandard for practical 
cruising, so I'd recommend the two-cabin version. The 
optional fold-down transom can be specified with bathing 
stairs that come out of the side of the platform. 

Below decks, it's bright and pleasant. The layout works 
well, and with the sinks inboard it gives the cook more 
room to work their magic if someone wants to wash up. 

WOULD SHE SUIT YOU AND YOUR CREW? 
Like many of her rivals calling themselves 38-something, 
her hull length is 36ft. So if they feel a little smaller than 
your existing 38ft yacht you know why. 

I'm not wholly convinced that twin aft cabins at the 
expense of deck stowage is good on a cruising yacht of 
this size - I was struggling to think of somewhere to store 
a dinghy for the crew it will be required to transport - even 
if the liferaft was stowed on deck. I can only report on the 
boat I test; a shame because with better deck stowage 
she could have easily been a five-star boat in two of five 
categories below. 

If you want twin aft cabins, buy a bigger boat. However, 
with the larger galley and deeper deck locker stowage that 
the single aft cabin layout provides, she's one of the best 
boats in her class. 

The 388 makes sailing easy. If you're the type who likes 
to tweak she may not fulfil you unless you opt for some 
extras, but if you're after a boat that's simple to sail and 
delightful on the helm, then few other yachts can compete. 

Would she 
suit your style 
of sailing? 

OFFSHORE 

PASSAGE-MAKING 

***** 

CREEK 

CRAWLING 

***** 

TRADE WIND 

VOYAGING 

***** 

COASTAL 

PORT-HOPPING 

***** 

HIGH-LATITUDE 

ADVENTURE 

***** 

DECEMBER 2017 www.yachtingmonthly.com 41 


	0665_001.pdf
	0666_001-1.pdf
	0666_001-3.pdf
	0667_001-3.pdf

