
 
 

Why choose Hanse? 
 

Presumably having come to the point of requesting information on certain yachts, the decision has been made to 
buy one.  Whether you have decided on a time scale, new or used, or even the size may still be undecided. 
 
The purpose of this is to give you the background of Hanse Yachts as a company and more importantly the yachts 
they build. 
 

                                                                                                      
          
 
The Hanse factory is a re-incarnation of a shipyard at Greifswald, which dates back to when the town was part of 
the Hanseatic League in the 14th century.  It was and remains renowned for the most seaworthy vessels ever built. 
 
In its modern guise the Hanse team is lead by Michael Schmidt, who cut his teeth as a winning Admirals Cup 
skipper.  They are known for building safe, stiff and as you would expect with that pedigree, fast cruising yachts.  
The overall sailing qualities of a yacht come down to the design and who better to design a sailing yacht than Judel 
and Vrolijk, who can claim Americas Cup winner �Alinghi�, Admirals cup winner �Rubin� and the �One Ton Cu p�, 
amongst their other accolades. 
 

The Hanse ethos is explained perfectly by the following statement:- 
 

�Fast, easy to handle yachts, which actually belong to the category of safe ocean voyagers and are quick enough 
to win races as well� 

 
Construction 
 
Modern boat building techniques have advanced considerably in recent years with the aid of computer design and 
modern materials.  What has also changed are the techniques for physically putting the boat together, which are 
not always an improvement. 
 
But Hanse have stood by the method of hand laying the hull moulding, which has been pushed aside by some 
mass producers in favour of the faster chopper gun method.  Hand laid hulls produce a far stronger and stiffer 
finished hull.  Just as critically, the bulkheads of a Hanse are hugely thick and structurally bonded to the hull, which 
provides greatly improved strength and stiffness, rather than simply being added to divide up the interior. 
 
Epoxy construction has in the past only really been used for racing yachts where strength and reduced weight were 
more important than cost.  What was less important to the racers was osmosis prevention, which is another quality 
of Epoxy resins.  Hanse build all of the their models using epoxy based vinylester resins as standard, which further 
adds to the strength of this stunning range of yachts 
 
All Hanses are built to category A ocean rating and have a high ballast ratio, which in simple terms mean a safe 
reliable sailing boat, which will look after you when the going gets tough. 
 




